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<(…) cultivation by burning, by roças, and queimadas, was truly 

a system (…) it was not a sporadic or supplementary means to 

increase the annual harvest, but a mode of production that 

occupied a central place in the agrarian life. It was, in fact, a 

fundamental part of it. And it would remain so long after the 

demise of the Ancien Régime (…)=

Albert Silbert, Le Portugal méditerranéen à la fin de l'Ancien Régime (1966), p. 454



Carta Agrícola e Florestal de Portugal (1910)





<Fire prevention is in your hands. Everyone

loses when the forests burn=.

António Bello Dias, Elementos para a organização da defesa contra 
fogos no património florestal (1955)

<The Forestry Services are already responsible for the 
tree cover of vast regions, thus saving them from 

uselessness and even complete ruin (...) Fire, the axe 

and grazing have for centuries prevented the 

spontaneous regeneration of the forest, offering 

the thin and unprotected land to the unlimited and 

corrosive greed of the natural elements.’

José Monteiro da Rocha Peixoto, Assembleia Nacional, 23 April 1958
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<Strategic planning and a quick response are the cornerstones of our common 

defence against the devastations of woodland, the most important of which are the 

wildfires that in a few moments can destroy a wealth that takes dozens of years 

to create. And it is not without trembling that I recall now all the pain and anguish 

that we suffered last summer, with the terrible wilfires that scourged all of 

Portugal (…) in the face of these manifold losses caused by the evils of wildfires and 

the terrible threat of future devastation, I call on the Government to do its utmost to 

consider the necessary means to the elimination, or at least the attenuation, of such 

an apocalyptic enemy=.

Augusto Simões, Assembleia Nacional, 10 January 1963



• 1945: Serra da Lousã

• 1961: Serra da Aveleira/Arganil

• 1961: Vale do Rio/Figueiró dos Vinhos

• 1962: Viana do Castelo

• 1964: Boticas

• 1966: Serra de Sintra

• 1966: Serra de Monchique

Leite, Lourenço e Bento-Gonçalves, <Grandes incêndios florestais na 
década de 60 do século XX= (2014)

Aldeia de Vale do Rio (1961)



• 1945: Creation of the  Forest Development 

Fund (Fundo de Fomento Florestal)

• 1954: Forest and Soil Conservation Act and 

Regional Afforestation Plans

• 1957: First tests using Eucalyptus wood for 

the production of paper pulp in Cacia 

(Aveiro)

• 1964: Regulation of the Forest 

Development Fund

• 1970: Law 488/70 on the Prevention, 

Detection and Extinction of Forest Fires
Amélia Branco, <Was the Portuguese Forest Policy a contribution towards

economic modernization?= (2010)



<Preventing, detecting and fighting forest fires is extremely complex, 

given their multiple effects. This is why it is recognised, at least in relation 

to private forest property, that there is a need for concerted action by 

various bodies, among which the Forest Service must play a key role. 

(...) And although it may be understood that the defence of private forests 

is primarily the responsibility of the owners, there is no doubt that the 

entire forest represents national wealth, which must be safeguarded 

as a whole, while also avoiding other consequences that often result from 

forest fires=

Law 488/70 on the Prevention, Detection and Extinction of Forest Fires



Luísa Fátima de Bragança, 
Contribution to the study of pastures 

under broadleaf cover (1979)

Amândio José de Oliveira Torres, 
Prescribed fire in the prevention of 

forest fires
(1979)

Alberto José dos Santos Cavaco, 
The use of prescribed fire to improve 

hunting habitat
(1979)



<Scheme for scrub burning= in Oliveira Torres (1979) <Scrub burning registration form= in Oliveira 
Torres (1979)



"(...) [it] will have to be recovered, at the cost of exhaustive 

surveys among older shepherds and farmers (time is 

pressing...) the ancestral cultural practice of using cold fire, to 

eliminate the dangerous summer wildfires"



Thank you for your attention!

https://projetos.dhlab.fcsh.unl.pt/s/fireuses
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